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A Bucket List Item for all Animal Lovers
Tuesday 5th March I was
“Keeper for a Day” at
the Auckland Zoo. On
arrival at 9am I was met
by Courtney, my guide/
keeper for the day. Where we went through the H & S
stuff required.
Then it was off to the native bird enclosure to clean up the
feed stations from the previous night and put out some
fresh food, clean out some of the water ways. As you can
see from my photo, one of the wood pigeons took a liking
to me. She has been hand reared so this does explain her
familiarity with humans. Could this day get any better than
this... yes it could. There were so many amazing experiences to be had. It would be very hard to say which was
the highlight of the day, as it all was fantastic.
I also wanted to experience anything and as I said to
Courtney at the beginning of the day, I would even pick up
monkey poo. Well I didn’t pick up monkey poo but I did
pick up wallaby poo before feeding the emus.
* Continued on page 2.
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Library Report

A SELECTION OF NEW BOOKS AT WAIATARUA LIBRARY.
“Threat Vector” – Tom Clancy
“6 Years” – Harlen Coben
“The Black Box” – Michael Connelly
“The Striker” – Clive Cussler
“Settling The Score” – Peter Gibbs
“The Lost Boy” – Camilla Lackberg
“The Wedding Bees” – Sarah-Kate Lynch
“The French Promise” – Fiona McIntosh
“My Brother’s Keeper” – Donna Malane
“Heartbreak Hotel” – Deborah Moggach
“Instructions For A Heatwave” – Maggie
O’Farrell
“The Storyteller” – Jodi Picoult
All these, plus plenty more at the library.

Garden Group

WAIATARUA QUIZ NIGHT

Jeannette Ziesler

Eileen Powell

Now we have been on the receiving end of
some welcome rain our gardens should be
looking slightly fresher although more rain
would be useful. Autumn is a good time for
planting trees and shrubs plus any winter vegetables. Our May visit is to a beautiful evolving
garden in Titirangi which has a variety of areas
and some unusual plants. Please ring Eileen on
8149 298 for further information.

A Bucket List Item
for all Animal Lovers
(cont. from p1)
I also helped cleaned out the Ring Tailed Lemurs den before we then went into their enclosure to arrange food for them.
My experiences included Orangutans, Eels, Seal
Lions, Giraffes, Cotton Top Tamarins, and the
Sumatran Tigers. I won’t go into every detail
as I hope that someone who reads this may
actually get to have a go.
It was a full, hands on day from 9am to 3.45pm.
I have some amazing photos as a reminder of
this day, Courtney was fantastic making sure
there were plenty of great shots.
Have a look at the Auckland Zoo website and
look under - experiences.

Saturday 18th May at 7.30pm
Waiatarua Hall,911 West Coast Road….
Pub Quiz format - teams of around 6-8 (but we’re not that strict). You can
organise your own team or just turn up and we’ll fit you in.
Entry is just $5 per person. Please BYO drinks, and nibbles to share with your
team (AND the quizmasters!)
For more info please call Ian or Cathie on 814 8871.

From the President

Hi all,
I am writing this on Tues 9th April having just returned from my 6 weeks post op check up and
I am now allowed to drive again, having been cleared a week ago by the Physiotherapist, I last
drove on the 19th December so it is like getting let out of jail.
Still about a month away from being normal as my wound still has to heal and the arm still
needs more work, still at least I don’t need chemo or radiation treatment.
My surgeon told me that there have been 40 new cases of colon cancer since Xmas in
Waitemata Health board alone, not all from the screening program but I would bet the
program has inspired people to be screened anyway.
Shirley was diagnosed with breast cancer 2.5 years ago, during a routine mammogram and at
this point we are both cancer free so it can be beaten at least in the meantime if not forever.
As our doctor said when Shirley was diagnosed, “There is nothing like the word cancer to
make you realise your mortality”
You would be surprised how many people you know that have had and have beaten it, most
people are not like me and don’t talk about it whereas I think they should.
During the past 3 months I have had reinforced for me what a fantastic group of people I get
to work with on WRRA, they have just carried on in my absence, no fuss, no bother during
what is a busy time with AGM and Debate planning as well as quiz night planning.
On top of that I give personal thanks to Frank, John and Andrea for being there when needed,
but a huge thanks to Susanne who amongst cries of “I never want to be President”, or “I
don’t know what I’m doing” has done a fantastic job and that statement is endorsed by the
committee. On top of that she has provided me with transport at least once a week for most
of the last 3 months. Thanks Susanne.
I am partly up to speed on what is happening and we are keeping an eye on the draft
Auckland Unitary Plan will change quite a bit in the greater Auckland area especially in
relation to building codes. I will be conveying information as to meetings as I get it via hotmail
so if you are a financial member, you will get this.
Well that is about my lot for now, catch up at the debate and thanks for the positive emails
I have received,
Dave
Advantages of being a WRRA member?
Show your membership card at the following businesses for a 10% discount (condtions may apply)
Glen Eden Landscape Supplies 293 West Coast Rd. Ph: 818 6129
Auckland’s Waitakere Estate 573 Scenic Dr. Ph: 814 9622
Awakenings Massage Therapy 834 West Coast Rd. Ph: 814 1199
Blow Moulders Ltd 8 Waikaukau Rd Glen Eden, Ph 818 7709 (cash and cheque sales only)
Elevation 473 Scenic Dr, Ph 814 1919
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Fire Brigade Report

RFF Louisa Mullins

Fire Safety
With winter on the way the days are distinctly truncated and the welcoming smell of fires
drifts through the hills, valleys and dells of Waiatarua. I know we’ve said it before and we will
definitely be saying it again (repeatedly), but please ensure that you have your chimneys
swept before using your fire.
There is nothing like sitting in front of the fireplace on a cold winter’s night, but here is a list
of things to be mindful of –
• Clean chimneys and flues before your first fire
• Always use a fire guard or spark guard with open fires
• Never throw thing like batteries or aerosol cans into your fireplace
• Ashes can take up to five days to cool. Always empty into a metal bin and pour water over
them.
Fire Calls
09/03/2013 07:45am
MVA
Piha Road, Waiatarua
The brigade provided scène protection for the police and ambulance until the vehicle was
removed by the towing firm, It would appear that the driver lost control on a corner and
speed again may have been a factor .
16/03/2013 02:45am
Car Fire
Piha Road, Waiatarua
17/03/2013 11:30pm
Tree Across Road
West Coast Road, Waiatarua
24/03/2013 01:40am
Motorcycle in Ditch
Scenic Drive, Waiatarua
The brigade provided scène protection for the police and ambulance.
24/03/2013 02:15am
MVA Car Vs Power pole
Scenic Drive, Waiatarua
While at the previous incident police asked if we would attend this one as they no units
available, but on arrival police were at the scene and no action required by the brigade.
31/03/2013 01:35pm
Van Off Road
Piha Road, Waiatarua
On arrival the van was back on the road, so once again no action required by the brigade.
31/03/2013 02:10pm
Smoke Showing
Forest Hill Road, Waiatarua
A bonfire was located and found to be the source, after being advised of the total fire ban the
owners extinguished the fire.
Smoke Alarms
Need A Smoke Alarm!!!
New Photoelectric long life Smoke Alarms are available Free from the brigade; If you would
like some smoke alarms or advice on where to put them or help installing them, Please
contact Louisa Mullins on 814 9282.
Waiatarua Fire Brigade Contacts
Phone 111 for any Fire or Emergency.
Otherwise please call Chief Fire Officer Helen Longley (814 9855), Deputy Chief Fire Officer
Gareth Mullins, (814 9282) Station Officer Ian Ford (814 8871), Station Officer Kevin Healy
(814 9505).

From the Editor

Robyn O’Sullivan

It has come to our attention that because we have had a few bursts of that wet stuff that
used to fall from the sky, some Waiataruans think the fire ban must be off. However, this is not
the case and until we have had official notice, then please — no outside fires, bbq’s (unless
they’re gas) or anything else that may catch fire… indeed, don’t even cast a sly glance at the
‘man/woman of your dreams’ if you think there’s any chance of a spark igniting! Yes, opposite
ends of the couch please.
Quiz night is coming up this month and then in June, we have the debate which promises
much hilarity. It would be a good time to become a member of the WRRA if you’re not
already, because there are great savings to be made on ticket prices.
Enjoy the month !
Longley Printing Co. Ltd. is proud to support their community by fully sponsoring this publication.
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Advertising & Community Notices

Commercial advertisements are welcome and can
be arranged by contacting Contact Robyn
O’Sullivan, munster@ihug.co.nz, ph 814 1143.
Community Notices are free to current financial
members.

Broadband in Waiatarua - To be kept informed about developments (or lack of them),
send your name, phone number and email address to Tony Bacon at tony.bacon@sthw.co.nz
Creative Drama Workshops for Children
and Adolescents: have been proven to maximise personal growth. Your child will develop
creatively, intellectually and emotionally. Titirangi
Community House. Thursdays, Fridays. 10 week
block 3.30-4.30 starting 9th May. Numbers strictly
limited. Ph Edith 814 9410.
Electrician & Alarm Installer - Small local
business providing a professional, reliable, quality service. From new installations to additions
and small maintenance jobs. Including: power,
lighting, alarms, data, TV, phones and home ventilation. Ben Fitness 833 1052 or 021 184 5276
FIT Electrical & Alarms.
FREE Hard Fill …About a square metre Recipient collects phone 814 1922.
Garden Maintenance, tidy-ups and new
plantings. Reliable, experienced and professional.
Ph Diana on 814 9144.
Handyman Out West. Any work undertaken.
House and property maintenance, renovation and
decoration eg gutter cleaning, water blasting, deck
building, tree felling, painting etc. Reliable and
friendly. Phone Mike 814 9708.
House For Rent: Will you be renovating or
between homes for four months of this year, then
ring Charlene on 021 808 822.
Lawn mowing and section clean ups. Ph Grant
at Top Grass Ltd. 8149493 mob 02102475610
Local Justice of the Peace: Adrian Delaat JP,
26 Rimu Rd, phone 09 814 9038.
Otimai: Events and training centre is available
for hire (Guides Auckland) and is open to view
by appointment. Phone Bruce on 814 9992 for
bookings.
Outdoor Property Services - Lawn mowing,
rubbish removal, garden maintenance or a full
section clean up you name it! We’ll have your
section looking immaculate for summer. Lowest
prices guaranteed! Ph Ryan at West Coast Property Services 021 042 6920
Plants: Bromeliads $5 - $6; Taros, cannas and
various shrubs $4 - $5.All sales to Nepalese Educ
Trust. Phone Margaret 814 9859.
The Oratia Community Church: On the corner of Parker & West Coast roads. Fellowship
(trips, meetings etc.): 2nd Thursday of each
month.
Tiler / Stone layer, 20 years experience in the
trade available for indoor and outdoor projects
large or small. Phone Craig Starr 021610408.
Waiatarua Playcentre: 911 West Coast Road,
Waiatarua. Phone 09 814 8835. Sessions: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30am - 12.30pm.
WANTED: Person to take child to Rangeview
school, from Turanga Road,off Scenic Drive. PAYMENT to be arranged. Please contact Belinda
on 838 2093, or email liley@slingshot.co.nz
West Auckland Yoga at Oratia Settlers
Hall: Tues 9.30am and 6.30pm, Fri 9.15am (cost
$15). Ph Tasha 021 0274 9136 or Steph 0272
841 178 www.westaucklandyoga.kiwi.nz
Work Wanted: Drainage - 40 years experience,
call Ray on 814 9242.

Advertising Rates
There are three categories/sizes of advertisement, as follows:
Run-on
Community: Free to current, paid up WRRA
members who are community groups or individuals involved in not-for-profit activities,
or who are placing other advertisements that
are generally one-off in nature (eg seeking
employment, for sale). Includes students advertising for part-time work (eg babysitting,
lawn mowing). Included as space permits.
Commercial: $25 per annum, regardless of
number of issues published and the number
of insertions required by the advertiser. Commercial is defined as any individual or organisation who is operating a business and does
not fit the community category as defined
above.
Small Display
62mm wide x27mm deep - $10 per issue
Large Display
62mm wide x 54mm deep - $20 per issue
Contact Robyn O’Sullivan
Ph 814 1143
munster@ihug.co.nz

HALL HIRE
911 WEST COAST ROAD
WAIATARUA
1-2 hour sessions $20. Half day hire $60
Half day & evening function
(deposit required) $150

Contact John Goudge on 814 9744

• consultation & medical treatment • surgery
• radiology (X-rays) • ECG • measuring & monitoring
blood pressure • dental services (ultrasonic scaler
& micromonitor • microchipping • housecalls
• selected pet foods & requirements • easy parking

We love them as much as you do!
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9am - 12 noon

Phone 818 4104 for an appointment

Phone: 0274 837 030

Specialised
Building Services
Small to medium jobs around the home.
Experienced tradesman
specialising in bathrooms.
All jobs considered, will quote an
hourly rate or by the job.
References available

Phone Darren 0226571744
or busanderson@gmail.com

Registered Master Plumber
Maintenance plumbing, hot water cylinders,
additions & new construction

EXPERIENCED
CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER
PHONE BRIAN
0274 732 217 OR 814 9957 a/hrs

HIGH TEA “In Style”

VETERINARY CLINIC

Call your local Owner / Driver
John McCorquindale
Cab 116

LIMITED

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS
MIDDAY TO 4PM
Don’t miss out... Book Now!
Open Thurs-Sun for lunch & dinner;
brunch Saturday & Sunday from 10am
Telephone 814 9622
573 Scenic Drive, Waiatarua
www.waitakereestate.co.nz

WEST COAST

Airport & City Transfers,
Events & Weddings

ORATIA PLUMBING

Family Law Barrister
Emily Stenhouse-White
ESWLAW Ltd
814 8800
021 709 766
emily@eswlaw.co.nz
All Family Court proceedings
Legal aid
Flexible meeting arrangements available
www.eswlaw.co.nz

Driveways & Landscaping
Underhouse Excavation
Swimming Pools Trenching
Footings Drainage Drilling
Contact Chris

021 444 993

Awakenings Massage Therapy
Treatment for injuries,aches and pains,
healing or moving through grief,
or just simply need to relax and de-stress.

Call Kim on 814 1199 or 022 643 4181
834 West Coast Road
www.awakenings.co.nz

Call to find out about
our first time client discount

Gift Certificates and
Health Products available!

NADINE RATHJENS
Couture Designer
Dressmaking
Garment Remodelling
Clothing Alterations
Pattern Drafting
Tuition
Telephone: 09 8362 732
Mobile: 021 248 0900

